data, in conjunction with the emerging evidence on potential futility and even harm of aggressive care, 3,5 emphasize the need for developing models of caring for elderly patients with advanced dementia, with the intention of building ethically congruent infrastructures for this predicted explosion of neurologic disease.
HEALTH CARE REFORM

Hearing Loss Prevalence in the United States
T he prevalence of hearing loss in the US population has been estimated from self-reported data 1 or in age-restricted cohorts. 2 These estimates may not accurately reflect the true burden of hearing loss in the United States. We estimated the overall prevalence of audiometric hearing loss among all individuals (age Ն12 years) in the United States using data from a nationally representative data set and with a definition of hearing loss recommended by the World Health Organization (WHO).
Methods. We analyzed data from the 2001 through 2008 cycles of the National Health and Nutritional Examination Surveys (NHANES), an ongoing epidemiological survey designed to assess the health and functional status of the civilian, noninstitutionalized US population. 3 Air conduction pure-tone audiometry was administered to all participants aged 12 to 19 years from 2005 ). There were insufficient individuals from other racial/ethnic groups to derive reliable age-stratified estimates. However, individuals from all racial and ethnic categories were included in estimates of overall prevalence. US population counts were estimated using the midpoint of population totals in each cycle and averaged across combined cycles when appropriate. We accounted for the complex sampling design in all analyses by using sample weights according to National Center for Health Statistics (NCHS) guidelines.
Results. We estimate that 30.0 million or 12.7% of Americans 12 years and older had bilateral hearing loss from 2001 through 2008, and this estimate increases to 48.1 million or 20.3% when also including individuals with unilateral hearing loss (Table) . Overall, the prevalence of hearing loss increases with every age decade. The prevalence of hearing loss is lower in women than in men and black vs white individuals across nearly all age decades.
Comment. For individuals 12 years and older in the United
States, nearly 1 in 8 has bilateral hearing loss, and nearly 1 in 5 has a unilateral or bilateral hearing loss. These are the first national estimates of hearing loss in the US population based on audiometric data and a large, wellcharacterized representative sample. Previous national estimates based on self-reported data 1 and age-restricted cohorts 2 have been lower, in a range of 21 to 29 million. Other estimates of hearing loss prevalence have come from population-based cohorts 5 that are not representative of the US population. While the overall risk of hearing loss may be decreasing over time, 6 ,7 the prevalence of hearing loss is expected to rise because of the aging of the population. Research is needed to understand the impact of hearing loss on cognition 8 
Role of the Sponsors:
The funding organization had no role in the design and conduct of the study; in the collection, analysis, and interpretation of the data; or in the preparation, review, or approval of the manuscript.
INVITED COMMENTARY
Creating the Future of Aging I f dementia were a company, it would have the world's largest annual revenue, estimated at $604 billion (2010).
1 Already, 5.4 million people in the United States live with Alzheimer-type dementia, which afflicts nearly half of us if we live past 85 years. 2 As Zilberberg and Tjia 3 estimate, with current utilization and diagnosis patterns, hospitalizations of persons with de- e Numbers do not sum to group total because of rounding.
